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Fully funded practitioner courses in the preparation 
and use of lime mortars. 

 
Courses are available for eligible building and 

construction firms that are based in the following 
areas: 

Greater Lincolnshire 
Greater Manchester 
Leicestershire 

Cheshire and Warrington 
Northumberland and Durham 

Tyne and Wear 
North Yorkshire 

 
Course through January to March 

 
This course will examine the appropriate use of the whole range of lime 
mortars in the context of material science, actual built fabric and historic 

texts upon lime use. 
 

Lime mortars are sustainable and compatible with historic fabric. 
 

Most buildings in the UK constructed before 1919 are of traditional 
construction and were constructed of generally soft and eminently 

porous mortars. 
 

All traditionally constructed buildings need to be repaired using 
compatible lime mortars to avoid unnecessary decay and dampness, but 

not all ‘lime’ mortars are the same and not all ‘lime’ mortars are 
compatible with traditional fabric. 

 



 

In recent years, serious concerns about the compatibility of currently 
available Natural Hydraulic Limes have been raised. NHLs are currently 
the subject of a Historic England-funded research project, which has 
flagged up worrying variability as well as confirming the current 

inadequacy of NHL Standards. 
 

The use of more than feebly hydraulic lime mortar for work ‘in the air’ – 
as opposed to underwater or underground – has minimal historic 

precedent in the UK. 
 

The use of putty lime mortars for building and construction – as 
practiced in the early days of the ‘Lime Revival’ also has minimal 

historic precedent in the UK, except for gauged brickwork and for finish 
coat plastering. 

 
Over the last three years, there has been a revival in interest in the use 
of hot mixed air lime mortars - with or without pozzolanic addition - for 
conservation and repair. Most historic mortars were hot mixed, by a 
variety of methods. Very many historic mortars were of earth and lime, 

eminently soft and breathable. Hot mixed air lime mortars are 
compatible with such mortars, as well as with most original fabric.  
They are appropriately durable and offer excellent workability. 

 
Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, CADW and the 

statutory heritage bodies of Ireland and Northern Ireland have recently 
combined to further research and understanding into hot mixed and 

other traditional lime mortars. All are actively promoting their informed 
and appropriate use in works to heritage buildings. 

 
Trainees will receive an overview of the technology of traditional 

construction.  They will be equipped with a solid understanding of when 
to use which lime mortar in which location and for what purpose. 

 
It will enable professionals to specify a variety of lime mortars with 
confidence and authority and to understand the requirements of each.  
This programme will enhance your ability to successfully tender and 
win conservation contracts and to appropriately repair buildings of 

traditional construction and performance.   
 

This one day programme will give trainees practical understanding 
of slaking and mixing methods and enable them to work routinely 

and successfully with lime mortars of all kinds. 



 

 
 

One Day Programme: 9.30 – 4.30 

 

Narrative of historic mortar use; which limes to use where; examples of 

conservation projects and successful work with hot mixed and traditional 

mortars. 

 

Practical sessions: 

 

Limes and aggregates; discussion of different limes available; importance of 

aggregates in mortar performance. 

 

Managing the use and preparation of lime mortars 

 

Demonstration of hot mixing methods. 

 

Lunch 

 

Practical, hands-on sessions – mixing, pointing, plastering, building with hot 

mixed lime mortars. 

 

This programme is one of the series of 1-5 day fully funded programmes that will 

be run by RedKite Innovations up to March 2018.  Email for more details on later 

programmes.  
 

  



 

Your Trainer 

NIGEL COPSEY Stonemason and Building Conservator 

Starting out as a dry-stone waller in Cornwall, Nigel trained after 1989 as 
stonemason and carver at Weymouth College, working largely thereafter in the 
conservation industry across the south and south-west of England, and regularly 
after 1999 in Vermont, USA, as well as in Granada, Andalusia. Nigel was consultant 
stonemason for the Irish Hunger Memorial project in Battery Park City, New York, 
2001.  

Since 2001, Nigel has worked extensively as consultant and practitioner in the field 
of building conservation and repair in North Yorkshire upon a wide range of 
vernacular and high status buildings, as building conservation consultant for the 
Fitzwilliam Estate in Malton, designing, specifying and executing major repair 
projects to a wide range of historic buildings within the town, as well as researching, 
designing and specifying a number of building repair and conservation projects on 
behalf of Natural England, most recently at Scampston Hall.  

Nigel has contributed to several volumes of the recently published Historic England 
Practical Conservation series. A committed SPAB-member Nigel is also a 
Professionally Accredited Conservator-Restorer and determined advocate for the 
thoroughgoing use of traditional materials in the care and repair of old buildings and 
a leading advocate for the routine use of hot mixed lime and traditional earth-lime 
mortars for most applications, working extensively with Historic England and 
international partners in the delivery of practical training and education in the 
informed use of traditional quicklime mortars for the like for like and compatible repair 
of historic buildings.  

A Research Associate of the Dept of Archaeology, York University, Nigel regularly 
delivers hot mixed earth and lime mortars and traditional skills training and leads the 
Practical Skills module for the MA Conservation Studies. Nigel has a BA (Hons) 
Political Science from the University of York and a PGDip in Building Conservation 
from Bournemouth University. 

 www.nigelcopsey.com;  

www.maltonbuildingsgroup.com;  

www.quicklimemortars.com 

TRADITIONAL BUILDING TRAINING EDUCATION & CONSULTANCY 

HALL FARM. MALTONGATE, THORNTON DALE. PICKERING YO18 7SA 

TEL :- 01751 474394/07794468791 

E-mail:- kirsten@redkiteinnovations.co.uk  

 

 
 


